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maintain fiscal responsibility, save Social Se-
curity first, and prepare for an even brighter
future for our people.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on Confirmation of David
Satcher as Surgeon General and
Assistant Secretary for Health
February 10, 1998

I am extremely pleased that the Senate,
with strong bipartisan support, voted to con-
firm Dr. David Satcher as the Nation’s next
Surgeon General and Assistant Secretary for
Health. I commend the Senate for voting to
make Dr. Satcher the leading voice for our
Nation’s public health.

No one is better qualified than Dr. Satcher
to be America’s doctor. He is a mainstream
physician who is an eloquent advocate for the
health of all Americans. As Director of the
Center for Disease Control, David Satcher
has helped lead our fights to improve the
safety of our food, wipe out the scourge of
infectious disease, expand access to vital can-
cer screening, and increase child immuniza-
tion rates to an all time high.

As Surgeon General, Dr. Satcher will con-
tinue to fight to improve health for all Ameri-
cans. He will speak directly to the American
people—giving us straight talk and sound ad-
vice. He will engage us in an ongoing con-
versation about physical activity, good nutri-
tion, prevention, and responsible behavior.
He will guide our Nation on the most impor-
tant public health issues of our time, includ-
ing tobacco. This year, Dr. Satcher will be
a leading voice as we work to pass com-
prehensive legislation that will help to free
our children from the grip of tobacco. I look
forward to working with him on this and
other important challenges that lie before us.

I would like to thank the Republican and
the Democratic leadership for shepherding
this nomination through the Senate. I would
also like to add my thanks to Senators Jef-
fords, Frist, Kennedy, Mack, and Hatch for
their strong support for this extremely quali-
fied nominee. I also commend the represent-
atives from physicians, nurses, other health

professionals, and the public health commu-
nity for their steadfast support of Dr.
Satcher’s nomination. Their combined lead-
ership made a vital contribution toward im-
proving the health of all Americans.

Joint Statement on the United States-
Bulgarian Partnership for a New Era
February 10, 1998

President Clinton and President Petar
Stoyanov met at the White House today to
discuss the strengthening of U.S.-Bulgarian
relations as well as mutual efforts to enhance
cooperation in Southeast Europe and ad-
vance Bulgaria’s integration into the Euro-
pean and transatlantic communities, includ-
ing NATO.

President Clinton noted the historic
changes that have taken place in Bulgaria
over the last year and the key role played
by President Stoyanov. During his tenure,
Stoyanov’s Bulgaria has aligned itself firmly
with the family of democratic nations, moved
forward with difficult economic reforms,
strengthened its civic institutions, stepped up
its fight against organized crime and en-
hanced cooperation with its neighbors. The
two presidents committed themselves to
building a partnership that reflects a new era
in Bulgarian-American relations.

President Clinton reaffirmed America’s
commitment to NATO’s ‘‘Open Door’’ policy
and welcomed Bulgaria’s aspiration to NATO
membership. The two Presidents agreed that
Bulgaria’s engagement in the Partnership for
Peace, enhanced dialogue with NATO and
the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council were
key tools to making Bulgaria the strongest
possible candidate for NATO membership.

The United States will continue to support
Bulgaria’s efforts to consolidate its demo-
cratic and free market reforms, including
Bulgaria’s engagement with the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund. The
United States and Bulgaria are committed to
reinforcing implementation of the Dayton
Accords. They also have a common interest
in expanding mutual trade and investment
and encouraging the development of mul-
tiple routes for energy from the Caspian
Basin.

VerDate 28-OCT-97 09:28 Feb 19, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P07FE4.010 p07fe4



237Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Feb. 10

The centerpiece of the visit was the an-
nouncement of a new U.S. Action Plan for
Southeast Europe. The Action Plan will give
further dynamism to U.S. cooperation with
countries in the region in such areas as pro-
moting peaceful resolution of disputes, com-
bating organized crime and consolidating
democratic and economic reforms. President
Stoyanov expressed full support for the
Action Plan and committed Bulgaria to doing
its part.

U.S.-Bulgaria Work Program
The two presidents noted with approval

the detailed U.S.-Bulgaria work program that
will translate the Southeast Europe Action
Plan into concrete projects in the areas of
economic and commercial concerns, politi-
cal-military affairs and law enforcement
cooperation.

President Stoyanov welcomed continuing
U.S. assistance which plays a key role in fa-
cilitating Bulgaria’s transition to democratic
and free market structures. President Clinton
applauded Bulgaria’s commitment to accel-
erating privatization and affirmed continued
U.S. support through various bilateral assist-
ance programs. Over the past seven years,
the United States has provided Bulgaria with
over $235 million in assistance under the
Support for East European Democracy Pro-
gram (SEED) to advance fundamental eco-
nomic and political reforms.

∑ The program for this year, budgeted at
$31 million, will focus on ensuring the
development of a free-market economy
and strengthening democratic institu-
tions.

In view of the improved reform environ-
ment in Bulgaria, the United States and Bul-
garia have identified several new priority
areas for cooperation: reinforcing the rule of
law, strengthening financial markets and en-
couraging the development of civil society.
In this regard, the two Presidents agreed to:

∑ Deepen cooperation between their
countries’ respective law enforcement
agencies in the struggle against terror-
ism, narcotics trafficking, money laun-
dering and illicit arms transfers. The
United States announced an increase in
funds dedicated to providing criminal
law enforcement training.

∑ Project intellectual property rights, in-
cluding a commitment by President
Stoyanov to seek strict enforcement of
Bulgarian legislation and strengthen co-
operation among relevant Bulgarian in-
stitutions in the fight against intellectual
property piracy.

∑ Develop a new education curriculum in
Bulgaria to promote democratic values
with a grant of $250,000 from the Unit-
ed States Information Agency.

∑ On the military front, the Department
of Defense has developed a number of
programs to support the reform of the
Bulgarian military along Western lines,
including for this year:

∑ A $900,000 International Military Edu-
cation and Training program that has
eleven Bulgarian cadets studying at U.S.
military academies;

∑ A $3.2 million dollar Foreign Military
Financing program; and,

∑ A military liaison team resident in the
Bulgarian Ministry of Defense to orga-
nize staff and information exchanges.

Regional Cooperation

In an effort to breakdown barriers and en-
courage regional cooperation, the United
States and Bulgaria, together with several
other stable democracies, are engaged in a
number of cooperative efforts such as the
Southeast European Cooperative Initiative,
the South Balkan Development Initiative and
the annual Southeastern European Defense
Ministerial.

∑ The Southeast European Cooperative
Initiative (SECI) aims to enhance
regional cooperation, commerce and
development. It is pursuing plans for
improvement of operations at border
crossings, models to finance energy
efficiency projects, and promotion of
small and medium-sized enterprise
development.

∑ The $30 million South Balkan Develop-
ment Initiative (SBDI) seeks to ener-
gize the efforts of Albania, Bulgaria and
the FYR Macedonia to upgrade their
transportation systems and develop a re-
gional approach to transport planning.
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∑ The Southeastern European Defense
Ministerial brings the Defense Min-
isters of the region together with other
interested countries to discuss issues of
common concern and develop projects
for the year aimed at promoting re-
gional cooperation and confidence
building. Bulgaria hosted the last Min-
isterial in October 1997, which resulted
in 27 follow-on activities.

These bilateral and multilateral initiatives
will advance our shared goal of a Europe
whole, free and at peace. They will also pro-
mote the integration of Bulgaria and the
other stable democracies of Southeastern
Europe into the European and transatlantic
mainstream.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks on Presenting the Ron
Brown Award for Corporate
Leadership
February 11, 1998

Thank you very much, Secretary Daley,
Secretary Herman, Mr. Woolard, Mr.
Barnett. To Alma, Michael, Tammy, and Tra-
cey Brown, welcome, and thank you for your
continuing efforts. To Lou Gerstner and Bob
Haas, congratulations. And also, I want to
recognize representatives of our other three
companies that have been recognized for
their achievements: Al Koeppe of Public
Service Electric and Gas Company; Roger
Brown and Linda Mason of Bright Horizons;
Dr. Wilson Hershey of Lancaster Labs. I’ll
say more about them in a moment.

Ron Brown was one of the most visionary,
optimistic, confident people I ever met in my
life. As he saw it, there should never be any
losers, only winners, if we simply bridged our
differences and worked together. He was a
very forceful advocate for American business,
but he was also committed to building a fu-
ture for all Americans. And he believed, and
I think helped more and more Americans to
understand, that being pro-business and pro-
worker and in favor of workers’ families not
only did not have to be mutually exclusive
but, in the world in which we’re living and

the one toward which we’re moving, can
never be mutually exclusive again.

He understood the most fundamental re-
sponsibility for a business is to make a profit
by competing and growing in the market-
place. But he also knew that the ingenuity,
the skill, the work, and the morale of Amer-
ican people in their workplaces fuel our
economy and that helping employees to suc-
ceed at work and at home helped the compa-
nies in the end more than anything else: first,
creating jobs and giving employees fair raises,
providing affordable health care, training,
partnerships, safe workplaces; standing up
for the idea that we needed everybody to
have a fair chance to participate at every level
in all American companies. All these things
can be good for the bottom line.

The Corporate Leadership Awards be-
stowed today for the first time in Ron’s mem-
ory embodies these beliefs. Just as the
Baldrige Award honors companies who suc-
ceed by meeting the needs of their cus-
tomers, the Ron Brown Award honors com-
panies who succeed by meeting the needs
of their employees and their communities.

I’m pleased that the award itself, encour-
aged by Government but privately funded
and administered, reflects the new vision of
Government Ron and I both worked so hard
to bring to our Nation. America has now
moved beyond the tired debate of Govern-
ment should do everything or Government
should do nothing. We have found a third
way: Our vision is that Government should
be a partner with the private sector, with
State and local government, with community
groups, with individual citizens, to provide
Americans the tools to make the most of their
own lives, to act as a catalyst to shine the
spotlight on innovations that work in one
place so they have a chance to be embraced
everyplace in America.

Today we shine a spotlight on five Amer-
ican companies who have proven that busi-
ness can do well by doing right by their em-
ployees and their communities. To millions
around the world here and at home, a pair
of Levis and an IBM computer are as Amer-
ican as baseball and apple pie. I had a pair
of Levis on last night. [Laughter] I don’t wear
my computer. [Laughter]
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